
 
 
 
 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
 
CONTACT: 
 
Amy Persyn 
Extra Credit Union 
Phone: 586.276.3151 
Email: apersyn@extracreditunion.org 
 

Sterling Heights High School cancer awareness game is Oct. 3  
Game honors diagnosed student who lost battle, others battling 

disease 
 

WARREN, Mich. — The No. 6 has always gotten a bad rap. It’s bad luck, most say.  
 
But at Sterling Heights High School, the No. 6 is celebrated. It belonged to one of the school’s 
own—a junior, Brian Thomas—who touched the hearts of many and left his strength and 
determination in his fight against cancer as an inspiration to the thousands of students who 
followed, many of whom never had a chance to pass him in the halls with a “what’s up”, high-
five him after a good game, or dance with him at Homecoming. 
 
Thomas, as well as others who have battled the disease, will be honored in Sterling’s fourth 
annual cancer awareness game on Sept. 26 when the Stallions take on the Marine City 
Mariners. Kickoff is at 7 p.m. Two lucky players exemplifying Thomas’ leadership and courage, 
and specially chosen by the coach, will take the field wearing No. 6 in honor of Thomas. It is the 
only time the number is worn on the field. 
 
“The game is meant to bring our community together for a common cause—to support the 
fighters, admire the survivors, and honor the taken, ” said Brent Widdows, Sterling’s football 
coach. “Our football program wants to represent all the types of cancers that affect our 
community.” 
 
Every year, the game raises awareness of two particular types of cancer, as well as 
oligondendro glioma, a cancer found in the upper spinal cord, from which Thomas suffered. This 
year’s focus is on brain and ovarian cancers. 
 
This year’s game will be a sell out as about 2,000 members of the community, young and old, fill 
the stands, and line the field and beyond, to show their support in the fight against cancer.  
 
Last year, organizers raised about $8,500 through t-shirt, jersey, sweatshirt and socks sales, as 
well as donations. Extra Credit Union is a proud supporter, partnering with 99.5 WYCD and St. 
Jude at the game as a resource, to raise awareness about cancer, and to bring attention to the 
school’s effort. 
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“It is a great honor to stand beside our partners at St. Jude and WYCD to bring a greater 
awareness to these efforts to inform the community about a variety of cancers and to support 
students and their families in making our world a better place,” said Amy Persyn, marketing 
manager of Extra Credit Union. “We are grateful to serve with these great folks from Sterling 
Heights High School. 
 
Proceeds from the game benefit the CORD Foundation through Alex’s Lemonade Stand, an 
organization started by 4-year-old Alex who was diagnosed with childhood cancer just before 
her first birthday. The organization’s mission is to raise money and awareness of childhood 
cancer causes and research into new treatments and cures. Thomas chose Alex’s Lemonade 
Stand as the recipient of the annual proceeds before he died. Some proceeds also will benefit 
The Belinda Sue Fund for Ovarian Cancer and Research. 
 
During Thomas’ time at Sterling, and through his fight against cancer, he and Widdows 
developed a special bond. They had become family. 
 
Thomas was going to be the starting quarterback his senior year.  
 
Unfortunately, cancer limited Thomas’ activities. Uninvited and very unwelcome, cancer had 
reared its ugly head into Thomas’ life in the beginning of his junior year, eventually paralyzing 
him during the spring of his senior year. Thomas was diagnosed with stage 4 right from the 
start. Despite his tough will to live, fierce strength and amazing community support, Thomas 
died on Sept. 29, 2011.  
 
“It was probably one of the hardest phone calls I had to make after Brian died,” said Paula 
Thomas, Brian’s mother about delivering the news to Widdows. “His devotion to Brian is never 
ending. He is truly a remarkable coach, friend, and family man.” 
 
Thanks to Widdows, Sterling’s students and staff, and community supporters, Brian Thomas’ 
legacy lives on. Paula Thomas and Widdows work side by side in organizing the game and 
gaining community sponsors and support for the annual event. 
 
“It’s amazing how three years go by and you think people forget, but they don’t,” Paula Thomas 
said. “His picture is up in the locker room … there is a football award named after him. I see him 
honored a lot, even now—it’s inspiring. I’m proud of him.” 
 
Courage. Perseverance. Hope. That’s the slogan friends gave Thomas to help him during 
treatments and recovery. It carries on today through the game, on signs and t-shirts, and out of 
the mouths of which it is spoken as a reminder of how Thomas lived, endured and fought. 
 
Paula Thomas continues in his fight today.  
 
“I’m doing now what I know he’d want me to do,” she said. “(Cancer) is such an ugly disease, it 
doesn’t care who it attacks. I’ll fight for clinical research and cures until the day I die.” 
 
If you go 
Who: open to the public 
What: Sterling Heights High School annual cancer awareness game 
When: 7 p.m. Friday, Oct. 3 
Cost: $20 t-shirt can be bought at the gate, includes entry into game; or $5 entry at the gate 
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Sponsorship or support: contact Paula Thomas, 586.770.0375 or email jpsb@comcast.net 
 

### 
 

Founded in 1954, Extra Credit Union serves more than 25,000 members with some $193 million 
in assets. The credit union operates two full-service branches, one in Warren and another in 
Sterling Heights. Extra Credit Union’s unique focus on education is an important part of its 
mission: to enhance the financial well-being of all members by providing quality, value, and 
convenience in the products and services. For more information on membership eligibility and 
school programs please call (586) 276-3000 or visit us online at ExtraCreditUnion.org.  

https://www.extracreditunion.org/

